
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE NEED FOR A NEW  
POLICE STATION

1. Why does the Grain Valley Police 
Department need a new station?
The Grain Valley Police Department 
currently operates out of a shared 
building constructed in 2001. This building 
houses the police department as well 
as many other departments in the city. 
Since the time of construction, the police 
department staff has more than doubled 
in size. To keep pace with Grain Valley’s 
rapid growth and needs, it is anticipated 
that personnel will continue to increase. 
Currently, the police department occupies 
approximately 8,000 square feet but would 
operate most efficiently at approximately 
22,000 square feet. 

2. Can the police department renovate its existing facility?
The current facility is a shared municipal building and growth in all departments has caused serious 
compression issues.  There is not enough space in the current building for all functions to remain within 
the building.  Additionally, many elements such as stairwells, elevators, courtroom, lobby etc. would not be 
cost effective to relocate and therefore limit the realistic renovation of the building to meet long term needs. 

3. How much will a new police headquarters cost?
A 22,000 square foot new police station that would be constructed more than a year from now is 
estimated to cost up to nearly $14 million.  This estimate includes all the site development including utility
infrastructure, paved entrances and parking, and all the external and internal features including furniture 
that would make the new station “ready to be occupied.” 

4. How will the city pay for a new police headquarters?
The city is in sound financial shape and any type of municipal financing can be accomplished without an 
increase to the tax levy. It is anticipated that a no levy increase bond initiative will allow the headquarters 
to be built without maxing out debt capacities. 

5. Where will the new station be built?
A previous survey of the community suggested 
that a new police station would best be located in 
the central part of town.   There are two city owned 
vacant lots under consideration.  One is the lot east 
of the Grain Valley community center, and the other 
is a few blocks west of this location on RD Mize Road.  
This second option is referred to as the Butterfly Trail, 
and the first option is where the community fair and 
other civic events have been held.  Both locations 
have room for the new police station and also allow 
for expansion of the building in the future.

DESIGNING A SAFER FUTURE FOR GRAIN VALLEY
Website: https://cityofgrainvalley.org    |  Community Conversation: facebook.com/GrainValleyPoliceDepartment



DESIGNING A SAFER FUTURE FOR GRAIN VALLEY
Website: https://cityofgrainvalley.org    |  Community Conversation: facebook.com/GrainValleyPoliceDepartment

6. Where will the civic events be relocated to that were held at the property that will be used for 
the new police station?
It is recognized that several community events have used the identified property for many years. City 
officials value want these civic events bring to the community, and if this location were selected the city 
would work diligently with the event organizers to find the best possible new locations for these activities 
to continue in Grain Valley. 

7. Did the city consider using the previous police station design plans that were part of a larger 
municipal improvement measure from two years ago?
Yes. The previous design plans were used as a baseline to help create a new design approach that the 
Leawood, KS based architectural firm, Hoefer Welker is developing with assistance from the police station 
study group and city officials.

8. Is the city considering selling the existing property where the police station, city hall and the 
community center are located?
No.  There are no current or formal plans to sell the existing municipal complex.

9. Did the city consider other locations for the new police station?
The Board of Aldermen reviewed all properties currently owned by the City and took into account the 
results of the survey conducted last year regarding the previous proposed location. The location east of 
the Community Center was the most feasible option without needing to purchase additional land.

10. How will the community benefit or be more safe from a new police headquarters?
 The current police headquarters is not adequately sized to accommodate the staff currently employed.  

As the community grows, we will likely see a need to continue to add positions in all areas of the 
department. The new building will provide more secure holding facilities that meet current legal 
standards, adequate records storage and appropriate evidence processing areas, safer environments for 
officers as well as visitors, privacy for those needing to conduct business with the police department and 
an overall environment that serves our men and women in law enforcement. 

 Together, the improvements made to the building will allow for a safer community by providing secure 
safety areas for the public to conduct business or utilize in emergencies, better recruitment and 
retention of officers when competing with other local municipalities, and a reduction in the inherent risks 
that our officers face when working. Overall, the new building will be right sized and specifically planned 
to help all employees of the department do their job better than they are able to do now.

11. How were the study group members selected?
 The individuals who serve on the study group were recommended by Grain Valley city officials to a 

neutral community engagement consultant, who interviewed several candidates to ensure that the 
geographic, professional, and economic diversity of the community would be represented as best as 
possible. Each member either resides or works in Grain Valley and has a solid background of community 
service in the city. The study group will present their findings to the community at an open house public 
meeting before forwarding their recommendations to the city government.

12. What effect will the community study group’s recommendation have on the city’s decision?
 The city intends to adopt as many of the recommendations as possible that the study group provides. 

The study group members have put a great deal of time into evaluating other metro area police facilities, 
the current Grain Valley police station and the overall needs of the community and its police department 
to help the city make an informed and wise choice for a new police station design.

13. What are the plans for the current facility once the police department relocates?
 As further discussion continues amongst the Board of Aldermen, decisions will be made regarding the 

amount of renovations completed in relation to the long-term plans for the remaining city facilities.


